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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Sokoto State Government responded to the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, 

commonly known as Covid-19, by introducing and funding some initiatives in the 

state. The government had introduced and funded the initiatives for the health 

response and the relief of social and economic distress caused by Covid-19. This 

has become necessary as drastic measures that had to be taken to contain the 

spread of the virus. The initiatives were funded by Sokoto State Government 2020 

Budget before and after the Budget review to 2020 Covid-19 Reviewed Budget 

and Donations received from BUA Cement, United Bank for Africa, Fidelity Bank, 

System Space, Bank of Industry, Access Bank Plc, Sokoto State House of Assembly 

and the Presidential Taskforce Committee on Covid-19. 

The total sum of five hundred and twenty five million, four hundred and 

seventy three thousand, four hundred and fifty naira (N525,473,450.00) was 

released by the Sokoto State Government to fund the initiatives introduced to 

curtail the spread of the contagious and deadly Corona virus (Covid-19) while the 

sum of one billion, one hundred and sixty nine million, three hundred and seven 

thousand, eight hundred and seventy two naira, ninety two kobo 

(N1,169,307,872.92), were received as donation from the above mentioned 

philanthropist as at 15th September 2020. 

The Audit of the key Covid-19 initiatives introduced by the government and 

the management of the funds allocated and made available was undertaken with 

the support of the respective Ministry accorded with the responsibility of every 

single initiative introduced by the Government.  

We started off by highlighting the importance of preventative controls to 

accounting officers and authorities to address the increased risks and significant 
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changes in their operations; as such controls are by their nature a deterrent to 

abuse. We are auditing payments, procurement and delivery as they occur and 

are reporting any findings to the accounting officer or authority to enable them to 

deal with any shortcomings immediately and tighten the controls to prevent a 

recurrence.  

Access to documentation, systems and government officials was limited, 

which caused significant delays in our audit. We still have lots of work to do on 

some of the initiatives that have been slow to get off the ground or where our 

efforts have been hindered by limitations. However, the fourth quarter (Q4) 

Covid-19 report is planned for 1st Quarter, 2021.  

The initiatives we focused on cover three broad categories: the payment of 

temporary employees, basic education and environmental protection 

intervention; health services and the procurement of personal protective 

equipment; and the frontline initiatives to protect against and manage the impact 

of Covid-19.  

Accounting officers and authorities have been supportive of the audit. Most 

were appreciative of the matters we reported to them and committed to specific 

actions to prevent any recurrence and deal appropriately with what has already 

transpired. We will report on the steps they took and whether it had a positive 

impact on the continuing implementation of the initiatives in our next report. We 

have also engaged with executive authorities to ensure that they are aware of the 

status of the Covid-19 initiatives for which they are responsible and any risks and 

concerns they should pay attention to.  

We call on oversight structures to use this report to direct their oversight 

actions and call accounting officers and authorities as well as executive 
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authorities to account for the implementation of the Covid-19 initiatives and the 

management of the funds entrusted to them. This report should become the 

baseline for oversight’s interrogation of how funds made available for the Covid-

19 response was used.  

We also urge all role players to heed our call for a shift in thinking towards 

prevention. Designing and implementing controls that prevent fraud, errors and 

abuse is an investment that pays off when an institution is called upon to deal 

with a crisis as we are now experiencing. It is by far a better approach than having 

to deal with lengthy and costly investigations and a loss of resources and public 

confidence.  

 

 

 
MUSTAPHA SAHABI AHMAD (FCFA, CPA, CNA, FIPMA(UK)) 
Auditor General 
Sokoto State  
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INTRODUCTION TO COVID-19 AUDIT  

 The world is facing an unprecedented economic and health crisis with the 

outbreak of Corona Virus known as Covid-19. Sokoto State is no exception – 

having to deal with a pandemic for the first time in 100 years required an 

extraordinary response. Government reacted swiftly to protect the health of 

citizens and limit the consequences of the virus, drastic measures that had to be 

taken to respond to the outbreak of the virus. 

 

COVID-19 AUDIT APPROACH  

Sokoto State Government has made funds available to respond to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. For this reason, there is increase chance of mismanagement 

and corruption; as such we are following a different approach in performing the 

Covid-19 audits. We are auditing the Covid-19 initiatives and spending as these 

occurred.  

This report carries insight into the expenditure for the period up to 30 

September 2020. We started engagements with the accounting officers and 

authorities as well as different levels of management as early as possible in our 

audit to highlight the importance of prevention, as preventative controls are by 

their nature a deterrent to abuse. We advised upfront that accounting officers 

and authorities should implement or strengthen existing preventative controls to 

address the increased risks and significant changes in their operations. We talked 

to them about the importance of ensuring that sufficient review, approval and 

monitoring controls are in place to mitigate the risks posed by implementing 

emergency procurement and distribution processes in an environment where 
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segregation of duties and supervisory controls have been severely affected by the 

lockdown.  

It is difficult to quantify the impact of our awareness initiatives and what 

could have been the effect if we had not done this, but we trust that it did play a 

positive role in highlighting the importance of preventative controls. 

This means that we are auditing things like payments, procurement and 

delivery as they occur and report any findings to the accounting officer or 

authority without delay. This will then enable them to deal with any shortcomings 

immediately and tighten the controls to prevent a recurrence.  
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GOVERNMENT FUNDING TO MDAS’ IN RESPONSE TO COVID 19 

The State Government was proactive in the fight against Covid-19, consequently expenditure on government 

Covid-19 response initiative began in March, 2020 before the Covid-19 2020 reviewed budget. Funds were 

disbursed to Government Ministries, Department and Agencies (MDAs) to immediately commence effort to 

response to the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic, prevent the spread of the virus as well as provide support and 

treatment to those affected by the virus.  The table below shows how funds were disbursed to respective 

Government MDAs and the amount expended up to 30th September, 2020: 

TABLE ON GOVERNMENT FUNDING AND EXPENDITURE 

BENEFICIARY  PURPOSE OF ALLOCATION  FUND 
DISBURSED UP 
TO 30TH 
SEPTEMBER, 
2020 

EXPENDITURE 
UP TO 30TH 
SEPTEMBER, 
2020 

BALANCE REMARK  

Ministry of Health, Sokoto - Support and treatment of 
those affected by Covid-19 
plus efforts to manage the 
spread of the virus 

- Procurement of materials for 
treatment of Covid -19  

- Procurement of Facemask to 
Health workers 

- Procurement of facemask and 
hand sanitizer  

252,228,150.00 252,228,150.00 0.00  
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RUWASSA Supply of mobile hand washing 
stations  

37,000,000.00 37,000,000.00 0.00  

Ministry of Environment  Environmental Fumigation  42,270,000.00 42,270,000.00 0.00  

Ministry of Basic and 
Secondary Education  

E-learning Programme  7,002,300.00 7,002,300.00 0.00  

Sokoto State Transport 
Authority 

Payment of temporary employees 1,479,000.00 1,479,000.00 0.00  

Ministry of Careers and 
Security Service  

- Partial Lockdown of the State 
- Deployment of security 

Personnel, enforcement and 
implementation of health 
measures  

- Hiring of 28 vehicles to  
lockdown the State 

183,994,000.00 183,994,000.00 0.00  

Ministry of Finance Payment for transportation of Covid-
19 Palliatives  

1,500,000 1,500,000   

Secretary to the Sokoto State 
Government  

- Advocacy on Enlightenment 
for task force on Covid 19 

- Control of Corona virus  and 
Prevention 

 

241,600,000.00  241,600,000.00 0.00  

  767,073,450.00 767,073,450.00 0.00  
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STATEMENT OF SOKOTO STATE COVID-19 DONATION INFLOW AND EXPENDITURE  

A. CASH INFLOW  

S/N DATE  DONOR BANK OF LODGMENT  AMOUNT 

1.  27/03/2020 United Bank for Africa  UBA Plc 28,500,000.00 

2.  9/04/2020 BUA, Cement Plc Access Bank Plc 100,000,000.00 

3.  12/05/2020 Access Bank Plc Access Bank Plc 20,000,000.00 

4.  15/04/2020 System Spec. Access Bank Plc 3,000,000.00 

5.  20/05/2020 Sokoto State House of Assembly Access Bank Plc 935,957.64 

6.  21/5/2020 Fidelity Bank Plc Fidelity Bank Plc 10,000,000.0 

7.  17/06/2020 Bank of Industry  Access Bank Plc 5,000,000.00 

8.  7/06/2020 Sokoto State House of Assembly Access Bank Plc 935,957.64 

9.  1/07/2020 Sokoto State House of Assembly Access Bank Plc 935,957.64 

10.  15/09/2020 CBN/PTF Covi-19 Erad Public Sec. 

Donation TSA 

Access Bank Plc 1,000,000,000.00 

       TOTAL DONATION (A)  1,169,307,872.92 
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B. EXPENDITURE  

S/N DATE  PAYEE PURPOSE AMOUNT 

1.  15/04/2020 Joemelyz Global Services Supply & Installation of Shape frame tent. 23,100,000.00 

2.  16/04/2020 UDUTH Sokoto  Payment for outreach Services 7,240,000.00 

3.  16/04/2020 Last Mile Pharmacy & 

Stores Ltd 

Purchase of Ventilators & Equipment  21,247,060.00 

4.  16/04/2020 Gude Compunax Nig. Ltd Purchase of two ventilators  28,000,000.00 

5.  23/04/2020 Hayatu Dahiru  Construction of Fence & Rehabilitation of 

existing block at Isolation Centre Amanawa 

19,381,720.00 

6.  23/04/2020 Nasau Agro Chemicals  Purchase of 1No. Mikano Generator 6,500,000.00 

7.  29/04/2020 Hayatu Dahiru 2nd trench payment for Construction of 

Fence & Rehabilitation of existing block at 

Isolation Centre Amanawa 

15,000,000.00 

8.  8/05/2020 Hayatu Dahiru Construction of Male ward at Isolation 

Centre Amanawa 

10,150,000.00 

9.  15/05/2020 Hayatu Dahiru  2nd trench payment for Construction of 

Male ward at Isolation Centre Amanawa 

8,270,000.00 

10.  15/05/2020 Bilai Logistic Enterprises Payment for logistics of palliatives good 

from Lagos 

3,800,000.00 

11.  22/05/2020 Hayatu Dahiru  3rd  trench payment for Construction of 

Male ward at Isolation Centre Amanawa 

5,500,000.00 
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12.  22/05/2020 Hayatu Dahiru  3rd trench payment for Construction of 

Fence & Rehabilitation of existing block at 

Isolation Centre Amanawa 

3,000,000.00 

13.  17/06/2020 Hayatu Dahiru  Rehabilitation of existing block at Murtala 

Mohd Hospital, Sokoto  

3,000,000.00 

14.  17/06/2020 Illaga Trading General 

Services  

Payment for logistics of palliative good 

from Lagos  

2,000,000.00 

15.  01/07/2020 Joemelyz Global Services  Supply of full body Scanner 4,900,000.00 

16.  01/07/2020 Hayatu Dahiru  Payment for the second trench at Murtala 

M. Hospital 

1,400,000.00 

17.  02/7/2020 Joemelyz Global Services  Supply of full body disinfecting tunnel 4,000,000.00 

  Bank charges  (Access, Fidelity and UBA) 29,471.51 

   TOTAL EXPENDITURE (B) 166,518,251.51 

 

Balance (A-B)  = 1,169,307,872.92  - 166,518,251.51 

     = 1,002,789,621.41  
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AN OVERVIEW OF GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 

IN RESPONSE TO COVID- 19 

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY INITIATIVES  

PURPOSE: Provision of Mobile Hand washing Stations, Provide Environmental 

Sanitation and Fumigation of all Public schools and places of religion and public 

gatherings.  

AUDITEE:  

a. Ministry of Environment, Sokoto 

b. Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA) 

FOCUS OF AUDIT:  

 Provision of Mobile Hand washing stations  

 Provide environmental sanitation 

 Fumigation of Schools, mosques, churches and all places of public 

gatherings. 

FUNDS TO BE AUDITED 

 The sum of thirty seven million naira (N37,000,000) paid to Rural Water 

Supply and Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA) by the State Government 

through Funds Department, Ministry of Finance, Sokoto. 

 The sum of forty two million, two hundred and seventy thousand naira 

(N42,270,000) paid to Ministry of Environment by the State Government 

through Funds Department, Ministry of Finance, Sokoto. 
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NATURE AND SCOPE OF AUDIT 

The audit aimed at establishing if funds earmarked for above purposes have been 

spent on the intended purposes and to determine whether items were obtained 

at related market prices during the covid-19 pandemic period and to ensure there 

is better and continuous service delivery. We planned sites visit to all the 

intended places to assess whether the said services are been rendered.   

COMMENCEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

The Government of Sokoto put measures in place to curtail the spread of the 

deadly and contagious corona virus known as Covid-19. In March, 2020 Civil 

servants from Grade Level 01-12 were instructed by the State Government to stay 

and work at home. However, officers from Grade Level 13 and above are to work 

in their offices by strictly adhering to the covid-19 protective measures. It is on 

this basis, that provision of Mobile Hand Washing Stations and environmental 

fumigation were initiated as follows.     

A. SUPPLY OF HAND WASHING STATIONS AND SANITATION TO SCHOOLS, 

GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES, DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES: The State 

Government assisted to provide Mobile hand washing stations and 

environmental fumigation to all MDA across the State as well as all public 

and private schools across the State. This is to comply with the health 

measures in maintaining personal and environmental hygiene to prevent 

the spread of the deadly virus (Covid-19). Rural Water Supply and 

Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA), Ministry of Environment were directed by 

the government to provide the enlisted Services. Ministry of Environment is 

to fumigate all Government MDAs, Schools, Mosques, Markets, Churches 
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and all places of public gatherings while RUWASSA will provide Mobile 

Hand washing stations as well as sanitation services to target places as 

follows: 

i. PROVISION OF 250 MOBILE HAND WASHING STATION TO MDAS, 

MOSQUES CHURCHES AND ALL PLACES OF PUBLIC GATHERING 

 The State Government approved and released the sum of 

twelve million naira (N12,000,000) requested by  the Rural Water 

Supply and Sanitation Agency provide 250 mobile hand washing 

station to places of public gathering at the cost of forty eight 

thousand each (N48,000.00) each. 

ii. PROVISION OF 1000 MOBILE HAND WASHING STATION TO PUBLIC 

AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS ACROSS THE STATE: The State Government 

have directed the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, 

Ministry of Science and Technology, Arabic and Islamic Education 

Board to reopen schools after State Executive Council meeting held 

in August, while the schools reopens, health measures and 

instruction to prevent the spread of the virus most be fully adhered 

to. Consequently, Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Agency 

requested for additional funds to provide 1000Nos Mobile hand 

washing stations to all public and private school in the State.  The 

sum of twenty five million naira (N25,000,000) was further released 

to the Agency through Funds Department, Ministry of Finance, 

Sokoto.   
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The Agency has provided the said mobile hand washing stations as 

specified and distributed same to the targeted beneficiaries (See image 

below) 

 

(Source: Site visits to Government MDA’s, Public and Private Schools) 

B. FUMIGATION OF GOVERNMENT MDAS, SCHOOLS, MOSQUES, CHURCHES, 

MARKETS AND OTHER PLACES OF PUBLIC GATHERING: Ministry 

Environment charged with the responsibility of environmental protection, 

maintaining environmental hygiene etc was directed to fumigate all 

schools, mosques, churches, markets and other public gathering places. The 

purpose was to provide a conducive environment free from viruses that 

may further spread the virus. The sum of forty two million, two hundred 

and seventy thousand naira (N42,270,000.00) was released to the Ministry 
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through Funds Department, Ministry of Finance, Sokoto for  the above 

purpose.  

Fumigation was carried out as at the time of writing this report to 

almost 80% of the intended places using approved fumigants such as 

Methyl bromide, chlorocipin, phosphine, sulfuryl fluoride etc and 

fumigation equipment such as motorized sprayer, knapsack sprayer. 

Personal protective equipment such as Overall Gown, Boots, and facemask 

were all provided to the personnel of the Ministry.  

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

This initiative introduced by the government to provide environmental safety to 

the populace to reduce the spread Covid-19 pandemic. This is done by providing 

Mobile hand washing station and environmental fumigation to targeted places 

across the state.   

AUDIT OBSERVATIONS  

All audit observations and recommendations arising from the audit of the 

programme/initiative had been communicated to the accounting officers 

responsible drawing their attention on the need to adhere to financial regulations 

to avoid further recurrence of same. 
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TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES SALARY INITIATIVES  

PURPOSE: Payment of salary to temporary staff/employees  

AUDITEE:  

c. Sokoto State Transport Agency 

FOCUS OF AUDIT:  

 Payment of salary to temporary employees/staff of the agency  

FUNDS TO BE AUDITED 

 The sum of one million four hundred and seventy nine thousand 

(N1,479,000) paid to the Agency through Funds Department of Ministry of 

Finance, Sokoto. 

NATURE AND SCOPE OF AUDIT 

The audit aimed at establishing if funds earmarked for above purposes have been 

spent on the intended purposes to ensure there that the employee/staff have 

relief on the effect caused by Covid-19 pandemic.   

COMMENCEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

The Government of Sokoto put measures in place to curtail the spread of the 

deadly and contagious corona virus known as Covid-19. In March, 2020, the 

government imposes lockdown of the state in adhering to the covid-19 protective 

measures.  The Agency could not pay it employee/staff because it had stop 

operation as Inter-State travel has been banned which the Agency’s sources of 

revenue. The Agency therefore had to seek for state government intervention to 

pay it employees for the month of March and April, 2020.        
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ACHIEVEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

This initiative introduced by the government to provide relief to social distress 

caused by Covid-19 pandemic to temporary employees/staff had recorded a 

success. This is done by providing 2 months (March, April, 2020) salary 

intervention to staff of the Agency thereby reducing the effect of covid-19 on 

their salaries.   

AUDIT OBSERVATIONS  

All audit observations and recommendations arising from the audit of the 

programme/initiative had been communicated to the accounting officers 

responsible drawing their attention on the need to adhere to financial regulations 

to avoid further recurrence of same. 
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HEALTHCARE SERVICES INITIATIVE  

PURPOSE: Support and treatment of those affected by Covid-19 as well as efforts 

to prevent and manage the spread of the Covid-19. 

AUDITEE:  

1. Sokoto State Ministry of Health 

2. Sokoto State Taskforce Committee on Covid-19 

FOCUS OF AUDIT:  

 Purchase of drugs and hospital consumables 

 Purchase of Facemask and Hand Sanitizers 

 Purchases, distribution and maintenance of ventilation device and other 

medical equipment 

 Community screening and testing 

 Construction of isolation centres  

FUNDS TO BE AUDITED 

 The sum of two hundred and fifty two million, two hundred and twenty 

eight thousand, one hundred and fifty naira (252,228,150.00) was released 

to Ministry by the State Government through Funds Department, Ministry 

of Finance, Sokoto. 

 The sum of one billion, one hundred and sixty nine million, three hundred 

and seven thousand, eight hundred and seventy two naira, ninety two kobo 

(N1,169,307,872.92) received as donation from different stakeholders as a 

support to respond to Covid-19. These funds were lodged into different 
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Sokoto State Covid-19 support Account under the custody Sokoto State 

Taskforce Committee on Covid-19.   

NATURE AND SCOPE OF AUDIT 

The audit aimed at establishing if funds earmarked for quarantine and isolation 

sites, procurement of medical equipment for treatment of Covid-19, construction 

of isolation centre, procurement of ventilation device, community screening and 

testing have been spent on the intended purposes. We planned sites visit to the 3 

isolation centres (Infectious Disease Hospital Isolation Centre, Amanawa; 

Occupational Therapy Isolation Centre and Murtala Mohammed Hospital Isolation 

Centre) constructed and equipped across the state; and to confirm that the 

equipment and facilities are bought for the intended purposes as well as put into 

use at the isolation and treatment centres and also to assess whether items were 

obtained at market related prices during the Covid-19 pandemic and delivered by 

the supplier within the required lead time to ensure continuous and better 

service delivery. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE PROGRAMME/INITIATIVE  

The Government of Sokoto State set up a committee named Sokoto State 

Taskforce Committee on Covid-19 to put measures in place to combat the spread 

of the deadly and contagious corona virus known as Covid-19.  

The committee had introduced different measures to curtail the spread of the 

deadly Covid-19 as well as to treat those affected by the virus. These measures 

include the following: 
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DRUGS AND CONSUMABLES: Drugs and hospital consumable worth forty one 

million, five hundred and fifty six thousand, two hundred and twenty five naira 

(N41,556,225.00) were procured by Ministry of Health for the management and 

treatment of those infected by Covid-19 pandemic. The drugs are to be 

distributed to three Isolation Centres (i.e Occupational Therapy Isolation Centre, 

UDUTH Isolation Centre and IDH Amanawa Isolation Centre).   

RENOVATION AND OF PUBLIC HEALTH LAB: The sum of eighteen million, five 

hundred thousand naira (18,500,000) was expended by Health Ministry for the 

completion and renovation of Public Health Laboratory at Infectious Disease 

Hospital, Amanawa. The laboratory is to be used as testing centre for Covid-19 

and other infectious diseases. 

FACEMASK: The Ministry ordered for the supply of two (2) types of facemask in 

two phases at a total cost of one hundred million naira only (N100,000,000)as per 

breakdown below:  

a) First Phase 

a. Surgical Mask @ N150x150,000units =   N22,500,000 

b. Reusable mask @ N200x200,000units = N40,000,000 

 N62,500,000 

b) Second Phase  

a. Reusable mask @ N250x150,000units = N37,500,000 

 N37,500,000 

This facemask is to be distributed to schools, Government agencies and 

Ministries and to the general public as part of protective measures to curtail 

the spread of the virus. (see images below) 
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(A) MEDICAL/SURGICAL MASK  

 

Source: Audit Verification conducted to Schools, MDAs and Medical Stores Unit 

 

(B) REUSABLE/LOCAL FACEMASK  

 

Source: Audit Verification conducted to Schools, MDAs and Medical Stores Unit 



24 
 

HAND SANITIZERS: Hand sanitizers where also ordered for supply. 11,000 Units of 

180ml of hand sanitizer are to be supplied. Each unit at seven hundred naira only 

(N700) totaling to seven million, seven hundred thousand naira (N7,700,000.00). 

The sanitizers are to be distributed to schools, government agencies and 

ministries and the general public as well also as a part of protective measure to 

decrease the spread of the Covid-19 virus.   (see image below) 

 

 

 

DISINFECTING TUNNEL: Body disinfecting tunnels was purchased by the 

Committee on Covid-19 at the cost of eight million, nine hundred thousand naira 

only (N8,900,000). The tunnels had a capacity of automatically disinfecting 
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individual while passing through. They are to be used at entry points to places of 

public gathering.  (See image below:) 
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COMMUNITY SCREENING AND TESTING  

Community screening and testing are aimed at stopping transmission of the virus 

by quickly identifying and isolating infected people, and by tracing and referring 

or quarantining those who were in contact with infected people. This intervention 

focused on the following areas:  

SCREENING  

Community screening commenced in April, 2020 in areas where people live, 

starting high density areas and areas at high risk. About 150 health workers were 

appointed by the Ministry of Health, Taskforce Committee on Covid-19 or by Non-

governmental organization to assist with this. The health workers had successfully 

screened almost 200,000 people who in vulnerable communities or communities 

at high risk. These health workers were.   

TESTING 

Laboratories of Centre for Advance Medical Research and Training (UDUTH), 

Emergency Operation Complex of Specialist Hospital, Sokoto and Public Health 

Laboratory Amanawa were used for Covid-19 test. These laboratories have about 

6 mobile testing units across the state to assist with screening, specimen 

collection and testing. The mean turnaround (time from sample taking until the 

result is available) was 24 hours. As at September, 2020 over 10,000 specimens 

had been collected and tested. 

QUARANTINE SITES  

Quarantine is for people who are asymptomatic, but who may be infected with 

covid-19. Quarantine keeps these people away from others so they do not 
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unknowingly infect anyone else. The Taskforce Committee on Covid-19 and the 

Ministry of Health had provided the quarantine site that met the necessary 

criteria at National Youth Service Corps Orientation Camp, Wamakko.  

ISOLATION CENTRES/HOSPITALS  

Government had put in place measures to combat the spread of the pandemic in 

the state. This included identifying and provided all necessary support and 

treatment to any citizen infected by the virus to recover in an isolation area. 

Ministry of Health and Sokoto State Taskforce Committee on Covid-19 identified 

and provide centres and existing hospitals that could be converted to 

isolation/quarantine centres through refurbishing or renovating or building 

additional structures. The sum of sixty five million, seven hundred and one 

thousand, seven hundred and twenty naira only (N65,701,720.00) was expended 

on construction, renovation and equipping of all the four isolation centres. The 

Centres are as follows: 

i. Isolation Centre at Usmanu Danfodiyo University Teaching Hospital, 

Sokoto. 

ii. Isolation Centre at Infectious Disease Hospital, Amanawa, Sokoto State. 

iii. Isolation Centre at Murtala Mohammed Specialist Hospital, Sokoto 

iv. Isolation centre at Occupational Therapy Centre, Sokoto. 

 All the four (4) isolations centres highlighted above had been fully 

equipped with all the necessary facilities for the treatment of infected persons 

and to quarantine person in contact with the infected individuals. (see images 

below): 
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(A) Sokoto State Covid-19 Isolation Centre at infectious Disease Hospital, 
Amanawa 

 

Entrance of Sokoto Covid-19 Isolation Centre at IDH Amanawa 
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(Inside view of isolation centre at IDH Amanawa) 

 

 

(B) ISOLATION CENTRE AT MURTALA MOHAMMED SPECIALIST HOSPITAL, 

SOKOTO 
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       Front view of Isolation Centre Murtala Mohammed Specialist Hospital 

 

       Inside view of Isolation Centre Murtala Mohammed Specialist Hospital 

 

(C)  ISOLATION CENTRE AT OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CENTRE, SOKOTO   
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VENTILATION DEVICE  

Covid-19 patients can become critically ill and may require admission to health 

care facilities with access to oxygen and respiratory support in the form of 

ventilation. The Ministry of health did not have enough ventilators as required; as 

a result the Taskforce Committee on Covid-19 started the acquisition of 

ventilators in March, 2020. Ventilation device was mainly acquired by means of: 

Procurement: In April, 2020 the Committee had ordered for the supply of six (6) 

ventilation devices with equipment amounting to eighty five million, five hundred 

and thirty two thousand, sixty naira (85,532,060.00). The devices were supplied 

and distributed to two isolation centres (i.e Infectious Disease Hospital Amanawa 

Isolation and Occupational Therapy Isolation Centre).   (see figure below): 
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(Source: Site visit to Amanawa and Occupational Therapy Isolation Centres) 

 

Donation from Stakeholders: Donation of ventilation devices were received from 

2 stakeholders (the USAID and CA-COVID). The United State Agency for 

International Development (USAID) donated four (4) ventilation devices worth 

N28,000,000 each and the Coalition Against Covid-19 donated six (6) ventilation 

devices valued at N4,000,000 each. See images below:    

(A)  Ventilation Device donated by Coalition Against Covid-19 
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(Source: Site visit to Amanawa, Occupational therapy and UDUTH Isolation Centres) 

(B) Ventilation Device donated by United State Agency for International 

Development (USAID) 
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(Source: Site visit to State Medical Stores Unit) 
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OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR: Sokoto State Ministry of Health had procured 5 units 

of oxygen concentrator at the cost of four hundred and eighty four thousand, 

three hundred and twelve naira (N484,312) each totaling to two million, four 

hundred and twenty one thousand, five hundred and sixty naira (N2,421,560). 

The concentrator is to be used at Covid-19 treatment centres to support patients 

that require respiratory supports. (see image below) 

 

(Source: Site visit to Amanawa, Occupational therapy and UDUTH Isolation Centres) 
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PATIENT MONITOR: This device is used to measure patient’s vital signs and 

display the data so obtained, which may be transmitted on a monitoring network.  

Ten (10) monitor was ordered for supplier by the Sokoto State Taskforce 

Committee on Covid-19 at the cost of three hundred and thirty thousand, fifty 

naira (N330,050) each totaling to three million, three hundred thousand, five 

hundred naira only (N3,300,500.00). The monitors have been supplied and 

distributed to the isolation centres  (see image below)   

 

 

Source: (Visit to all the four (4) isolation centres) 

 

SUPPLY OF MIKANO GENERATOR: The committee ordered for the supply of 

100KVA Mikano Generator to be used at Isolation Centre in Infectious Disease 

Hospital Amanawa at the cost of six million five hundred thousand naira 

(N6,500,000.00). This is aimed at keeping a steady and constant power supply to 
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avoid electricity interruption so that patient well treated in a condusive 

atmosphere.  

 

Source: Site visit to Isolation Centre at Infectious Disease Hospital Amanawa 

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

 The health service programme/initiative introduced by the government for 

the support and treatment of those affected by Covid-19 pandemic and to 

manage the spread of the virus had succeeded extensively. The rate at which the 

spread of the virus is been controlled by the health service sector was very good. 

This is what makes the number of cases recorded very meager to a stage whereby 

zero case of covid-19 is recorded, and all the active cases have been discharged in 

the state as at the time of writing this report.   
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AUDIT OBSERVATIONS  

All audit observations and recommendations arising from the audit of the 

programme/initiative had been communicated to the accounting officers 

responsible drawing their attention on the need to adhere to financial regulations 

to avoid further recurrence of same.  
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SECURITY SERVICES INTERVENTION  

PURPOSE: Deployment of security personnel, provision of personal protective 

equipment, enforcement and implementation of heath measures. 

AUDITEE: Department of Careers and Security Matters 

FOCUS OF AUDIT:  

 Deployment of Security personnel within and outside the state to assist 

with the enforcement of law and order. 

 Implementation of additional heath measures. 

 Provision of personal protective equipment   

FUNDS TO BE AUDITED 

The sum of one hundred and eighty three million, nine hundred and ninety four 

thousand naira (N183,994,000) released by the State Government through Funds 

Department, Ministry of Finance, Sokoto. 

NATURE AND SCOPE OF AUDIT 

The audit aimed at establishing if funds earmarked for above purposes have been 

spent on the intended purposes and to determine whether expenditure was in 

compliance with the provision of existing financial instruction during the covid-19 

pandemic period and to ensure there is better and continuous service delivery. 

We planned sites visit to the entire entry borders where security personnel were 

deployed to assess whether the said services is been rendered.   

 



40 
 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE PROGRAMME/INITIATIVE  

The Government of Sokoto State announced lockdown of the State during March, 

2020.  Personnel of the Nigeria Army, Nigeria Police, Ngeria Security and Civil 

Defense Corps, Correctional Services, Nigeria Customs Service, Mobile Police 

among others were deployed to all the entry of the state as a Joint plan on 

measures to be implemented in response to Covid-19.  

The security personnel deployed have held tremendously to conduct roadblocks, 

patrols and guard the boarders. They also helped by providing hand sanitizers, 

Personal Protective equipment, making scanning and screening for corona virus 

(Covid-19) and providing primary health supports within the entry points of the 

State. They also instruct and direct all citizens whom were trapped trying to sneak 

into the State illegally to be kept under quarantine for fourteen days (14).   

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

 This initiative introduced by the government to deploy security personnel 

to assist with enforcing law and order had recorded a success. The security 

personnel have helped to conduct roadblocks and patrols, and to guard boarders. 

They have also helped in scanning and screening for Covid-19 and providing 

primary health support.   

AUDIT OBSERVATIONS  

All audit observations and recommendations arising from the audit of the 

programme/initiative had been communicated to the accounting officers 

responsible drawing their attention on the need to adhere to financial regulations 

to avoid further recurrence of same. 
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BASIC EDUCATION INTERVENTION 

PURPOSE: E-Learning Programme 

AUDITEE: Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, Sokoto 

FOCUS OF AUDIT:  

 E-Learning programme  

FUNDS TO BE AUDITED 

The sum of seven million, two thousand, three hundred naira (N7,002,300.00) 

released by the State Government through Funds Department, Ministry of 

Finance, Sokoto. 

NATURE AND SCOPE OF AUDIT 

The audit aimed at establishing if funds earmarked for above purposes have been 

spent on the intended purposes and to determine whether expenditure was in 

compliance with the provision of existing financial instruction during the covid-19 

pandemic period and to ensure there is better and continuous service delivery. 

We conducted interview to different households by making random sampling to 

ascertain whether their wards have benefitted from the e-learning programme 

initiated by the government during the covid-19 lockdown period. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE PROGRAMME/INITIATIVE  

The Government of Sokoto State announced lockdown of the State and closure of 

both public and private schools during March, 2020. The programme aimed at 

keep learners abreast to decrease the effect of covid-19 pandemic on education. 
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The government in collaboration with Media Houses (both Radio and Television 

Stations) in the State initiated the E-learning programme.    

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE INITIATIVE  

 The e-learning programme/initiative introduced by the government to help 

student on their educational track while staying at home had tremendously keep 

them abreast. This means that government had recorded a positive achievement 

on the programme/initiative by reducing the effect of covid-19 on education.   

AUDIT OBSERVATIONS  

All audit observations and recommendations arising from the audit of the 

programme/initiative had been communicated to the accounting officers 

responsible drawing their attention on the need to adhere to financial regulations 

to avoid further recurrence of same. 

  



43 
 

CONCLUSION 

In a disaster situation, the government needs to act swiftly to response positively 

to the disaster. However, the speed at which the implementation of this 

initiative/intervention or programme has progressed seems to have taken the 

requisite urgency into account. There are minor weaknesses in the effectiveness 

of preventative controls in the exercising of oversight to ensure performance and 

financial accountability, which is communicated to the accounting officers 

addressing emerging challenges. Records of some government expenditures in 

response to Covid-19 could not be audited. This is due to the unavailability of the 

responsible accounting officers. The unavailability of the Accounting Officers was 

due to the effect of Covid-19. Therefore, it remains a concern that most of the 

spending yet to occur is likely to be subjected to the same control environment.  

Lastly, we will follow up on the implementation of the recommendations 

communicated to the accounting officers to assess their compliance on 

preventative controls on expenditure. 


